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First grade teacher

Harts PreK-8; Harts, 
West Virginia



The 10 Regional Educational Laboratories (RELs) work in partnership with 
stakeholders to conduct applied research and trainings.

The REL mission is to support a more evidence-based education system. 

Administered by the U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences (IES)
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Applied Research Training, Coaching, 
and Technical Support

Dissemination



Community Math Nights
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6For full infographic and references see: https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/infographics/pdf/REL_AP_Supporting_Your_Child_in_Developing_Math_Skills_for_Future_Success.pdf

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/infographics/pdf/REL_AP_Supporting_Your_Child_in_Developing_Math_Skills_for_Future_Success.pdf
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Community Math Nights project

• Community Math Nights were designed to engage family members 
in supporting their child’s math learning and helping their child 
develop a growth mindset as it relates to math ability. 

• REL AP staff codeveloped math night activities with and provided 
coaching and support to educators in Harts and Omar, West 
Virginia. Educators facilitated the first math nights at their 
schools in April 2019 and their second just this week.
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What was the process for developing and hosting 
the Community Math Night?
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Meet to 
share 

purpose and 
goals as 
well as to 

get to know 
each other 

and the 
community 

context

Virtual and 
in-person 
codesign/ 
coaching 

workshops

Teacher 
review  of 

and 
feedback 

on the 
math night 
activities

Logistical 
planning 

and 
recruitment 
of families

Ordering, 
printing, 

and 
assembling 
materials

Set up, 
host, 
and 

clean up 
for math 

night

Reflect 
and 

prepare 
for next 

math 
night



Facilitator guide
The facilitator guide includes all background 
information, activity instructions, 
facilitator notes, and materials/handouts 
for our Community Math Night.

Contents
• Overview
• Math night at a glance
• Background and facilitator notes on math 

night activities
• Table handouts
• Parent handouts
• Table materials
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Check out the guide! 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/appalac
hia/events/event_4-10-19_math-nights.asp

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/appalachia/events/event_4-10-19_math-nights.asp
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Community Math Night content and reactions
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What did the first Community Math Night include?
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• Dinner
• Introductory presentation from a teacher on the importance of math, 

positive math attitudes, and growth mindset
• Standards-aligned, hands-on mathematics activities in four core areas:

• Geometry
• Operations and algebraic thinking
• Numbers and operations in base 10
• Measurement and data
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Family reactions
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What did you like most?
“Just made it more obvious as to how much 
MATH is involved in our lives” 
“Spending more time with my son and 
watching him learn with his friends”
“Fun” 

What would you improve?
“Have them more often” 
“Have events like this more often”
“More time”



Survey results
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Overall, how would you rate the Community Math 
Night? 
• 75 percent rated Excellent

• 25 percent rated Very Good

96 percent agreed:
• I increased my understanding of the importance 

of math for my child’s success in school.

• I learned new strategies to support my child’s 
math education.

• I thought the math activities were fun for my 
child.

• I can use some of what I learned at home. 



Lessons learned
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Lessons learned
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• Get people to the Community Math Night
• Provide dinner 
• Consider providing transportation
• When scheduling, consider other student 

activities and community events and release time 
of siblings

• Consider local context
• Existing attitudes and preconceptions
• Reading levels of community members



Lessons learned
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• Get family members actively engaged
• Provide parent/family member prompts
• Encourage participation of the whole family

• Preview activities in class
• Especially for younger students, try some of the activities 

in class beforehand so they can show their families what 
they know



Questions?
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Community 
Math Nights 

Toolkit

(forthcoming)



REL Appalachia

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/
regions/appalachia/

@REL_Appalachia

RELAppalachia@sri.com

This presentation was prepared under Contract No. ED-IES-17-C-0004 by Regional Educational Laboratory Appalachia, administered by SRI International. The content does not necessarily 
reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.

Thank you!

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/appalachia/
https://twitter.com/REL_Appalachia
http://sri.com

