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Introductions



  Welcome to Odd Squad!
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Mission and Goals
To improve mathematics achievement among young 
children in low-income communities by:

• Delivering engaging, story-driven, curriculum-based transmedia 
content in mathematics and literacy with built-in progress 
tracking;

• Conducting rigorous research on the efficacy of the content;

• Ensuring broad distribution and use of the content on multiple 
platforms through strategic national and local partnerships; and,

• Enriching and supporting the vital work of families, teachers, and 
community educators – linking home, school and out-of-school 
time. 



Learning 
Ecosystem



Public Media in the Community



Watch!

Play!

Share! Explore!



Be the Agent! Camps



Learning 
Frameworks



Learning Frameworks
• Align to Common Core State Standards for Mathematics 

(K-2), including the Standards for Mathematical Practice
• Incorporate recent scientifically-based reading and math 

research on preschool children
• Provide a detailed breakdown of mathematics concepts and 

skills by age ranges for content producers
• Act as a checks and balances system for producers and for 

PBS
• Become the foundation of an integrated, multiplatform 

tracking system for parents and teachers





Odd Squad’s Approach to Mathematics
Math Advisor – Dr. Francis “Skip” Fennell 

“Odd is the Problem, Math is the Solution”

✓ Problem Solving 
✓ Reasoning
✓ Mathematical Understandings and Skills
✓ Teamwork
✓ Perseverance
✓ Humor



Content



“Is Odd Squad real.  If it is real 
can I see it. Can you send me 
a necktie for my suit. My 
birthday is April 16. I would like 
to get a birthday card from you. 
I watch your show every time it 
comes on. I love learning new 
things. Odd Squad is the best 
show. I know that 4 cups of 
water equal a quart and 4 
quarts of water equal a gallon. 
I am homeschooled so shows 
like this are great to teach me 
new things.” 

Your Biggest Fan,
Xavier

Become an Agent!



Become an Agent!



Become an Agent!



Math is fun & funny!

“Math isn’t my son’s favorite 
subject and sometimes 
struggles, so that’s one 
reason I appreciate the show. 
It makes math fun!”

“My kids LOVE Odd squad! 
Kudos for equal gender & 
ethnically diverse characters, 
funny dialog & the power of 
math!” 



Why family math?

Caring adults who are involved in their 

children’s schooling can improve students 

academic achievement (Cheung and 

Pomerantz 2012; Jeynes 2003), social 

confidence and behavior (Fantuzzo, Davis, 

and Ginsburg 1995), and attendance 

(Epstein and Sheldon 2002).



Transmedia Product Overview



Transmedia Product Extensions



Suite B: Odd Squad / Skip Counting

Primary Math focus: Skip Counting by 2s, 5s and 10s to 100 
Mathematical Practices: Problem Solving & Reasoning 

EPS 110: The Trouble with Centigurps



In this episode we’ll XXX











Odd Squad Odd Report: 
Raining Cats and Dogs  

Odd Squad “Needs You!” push to web

Supporting Interstitials



Related Digital Game



Be the Agent! Activity



Be the Agent! Camp

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-mIqVn4tkM


Research



Why “this” work is important...
Young children have remarkable abilities to learn substantial mathematics, yet many 

adults underestimate what children know and can learn in mathematics as they enter 

formal educational settings in preschool or kindergarten (Clarke, Cheeseman, and 

Clarke 2006; Seo and Ginsburg 2004; Young-Loveridge 1989).

 

The importance of starting children strong in mathematics cannot be overstated. A set 

of landmark studies found that children’s early mathematical knowledge (about age 5) 

is one of the best predictors of later success in mathematics (Claessens, Duncan, and 

Engel 2009; Claessens and Engel 2013; Duncan et al. 2007). Additionally, it has been 

shown that students from low-income communities consistently under-perform in 

mathematics compared to their middle-income peers in elementary, middle, and high 

school (NCES, 2011; Rosenquist, Henrick, & Smith, 2015). As technologies and 

educational digital media become more available to schools serving low-income 

families, educators are exploring how digital tools and resources can support 

mathematics learning. 



Summative Research - Design

Source: https://www.wested.org/resources/odd-squad-math-pbs/

https://www.wested.org/resources/odd-squad-math-pbs/


Summative Research - Design

Source: https://www.wested.org/resources/odd-squad-math-pbs/

https://www.wested.org/resources/odd-squad-math-pbs/


Summative Research - Results
● Students were very motivated and worked hard to solve the math 

problems.

●

Source: https://www.wested.org/resources/odd-squad-math-pbs/

https://www.wested.org/resources/odd-squad-math-pbs/


Summative Research - Results

Source: https://www.wested.org/resources/odd-squad-math-pbs/

https://www.wested.org/resources/odd-squad-math-pbs/


Q&A


